
GCSE Citizenship 
 

GCSE Citizenship Studies has the power to motivate and enable young people to become thoughtful, 
active citizens. Students gain a deeper knowledge of democracy, government and law, and develop 
skills to create sustained and reasoned arguments, present various viewpoints and plan practical 
citizenship actions to benefit society. They will also gain the ability to recognise bias, critically 
evaluate an argument, weigh the evidence and look for alternative interpretations and sources of 
evidence, all of which are essential skills valued by higher education and employers. 
 
Character  
Citizenship studies investigate how the citizen is enabled by society to play a full and active part and 
how citizens are empowered to effect change within society. Citizenship understanding develops 
through the knowledge of how a society operates and functions and its underlying values. The 
overarching theme of this specification is ‘How citizens can try to make a difference. This aim is 
supported by three content themes: Life in modern Britain, Rights and responsibilities and Politics 
and participation. 
 
Competence 
Through studying GCSE Citizenship Studies at Oasis Academy Immingham students will: 

• gain the ability to form their own hypotheses, create sustained and reasoned arguments and 
reach substantiated conclusions about citizenship issues 

• understand the range of methods and approaches that can be used by governments, 
organisations, groups and individuals to address citizenship issues in society, including 
practical citizenship actions 

• formulate citizenship enquiries, identifying and sequencing research questions to analyse 
citizenship ideas, issues and debates 

• select and organise their knowledge and understanding in responses and analysis, when 
creating and communicating their own arguments, explaining hypotheses, ideas and 
different viewpoints and perspectives, countering viewpoints they do not support, giving 
reasons and justifying conclusions drawn 

• present their own and other viewpoints and represent the views of others, in relation to 
citizenship issues, causes, situations and concepts 

• plan practical citizenship actions aimed at delivering a benefit or change for others in society 

• critically evaluate the effectiveness of citizenship actions to assess progress towards the 
intended aims and impact for the individuals, groups and communities affected 

• show knowledge and understanding of the relationships between the different citizenship 
aspects studied, using the concepts to make connections, identify and compare similarities 
and differences in a range of situations from local to global. 

 
Community 
During the course, students will cover themes that will support them into adulthood. One of these 
themes, Life in modern Britain, looks at the make-up and dynamics of contemporary society, what it 
means to be British, as well as the role of the media and the UK’s role on the world stage. Another 
theme, Rights and responsibilities, looks at the nature of laws, rights and responsibilities within the 
UK and has a global aspect due to the nature of international laws, treaties and agreements by 
which the UK abides. And then we look at Politics and participation, which aims to give the student, 
through an understanding of the political process, the knowledge and skills necessary to understand 
how to resolve issues, bring about change, and how the empowered citizen is at the heart of our 
society. GCSE Citizenship at Oasis Academy Immingham will benefit students as they take a more 
active role in the world around them.  
 


