
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Brief overview: KS4 
At Key Stage 4, students study Religious Studies through the AQA Unit Award Scheme (UAS). Each unit is taught over two weeks, with one lesson per week. Students will complete units, covering a wide range of religious, ethical, and 
philosophical themes. 
 
The Unit Award Scheme provides a number of important benefits for our students: 

• Recognition of achievement – students gain certificates for every unit they complete, building a record of success across KS4. 
• Manageable structure – short, focused units allow students to make progress in small steps and experience regular success. 
• Wide coverage – the course introduces pupils to the beliefs and practices of multiple world religions as well as key philosophical and ethical issues. 
• Accessible to all learners – the flexible structure supports pupils of all abilities, encouraging personal reflection as well as academic understanding. 
• Preparation for the future – students develop important skills such as evaluation, empathy, and critical thinking, which are valuable in further study and adult life. 

 
The course allows pupils to explore beliefs, practices, philosophy, ethics, and citizenship across multiple world religions. Each unit is carefully designed to encourage reflection, comparison, and evaluation of both religious and non-
religious viewpoints. 

 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Unit Title Christianity: Commitment Christianity: Conflict Philosophy of Religion: The 

Afterlife 
Judaism: Beliefs and Sources of 
Authority 

Buddhism: The Life of the 
Buddha 

Religious Attitudes to the Rich and 
Poor in British Society 

Christianity: Worship Christianity: Personal 
Responsibility 

Islam: Beliefs and Sources of 
Authority 

Judaism: Wealth and Poverty Buddhism: Attitudes to Life Religion and Citizenship: Human 
Rights 

Christianity: Festivals Philosophy of Religion: The 
Characteristics of God 

Islam: The Five Pillars Judaism: Relationships and 
Lifestyle 

Religion and Citizenship: 
Relationships 

Religion and Life Issues: Planet 
Earth 

Description Exploring how Christians show 
commitment through baptism, 
confirmation, and everyday 
faith. 

Considering how Christians 
have responded to conflict and 
the role of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 

Exploring different beliefs 
about life after death, 
including heaven, hell, 
resurrection, and 
reincarnation. 

Exploring Jewish beliefs about 
God and the importance of the 
Torah and other sacred texts. 

Learning about the story of 
Siddhartha Gautama and how 
his teachings shaped 
Buddhism. 

Exploring religious perspectives on 
wealth, poverty, and responsibility. 
Students learn about causes of 
poverty, responsible use of money, 
and why many believers feel it is 
important to help those in need. 

Learning about different forms 
of Christian worship, from 
liturgical to informal, and why 
they matter. 

Reflecting on how Christians 
make moral choices and live 
responsibly in today’s world. 

Introducing key Islamic beliefs 
and the importance of the 
Qur’an and other sources of 
authority. 

Considering Jewish teachings 
on charity, justice, and 
responsibility to the poor. 

Exploring Buddhist views on 
suffering, compassion, and the 
goal of enlightenment. 

Investigating how religion connects 
to human rights and 
responsibilities. Students study the 
role of law, pressure groups, and 
protests, and explore examples 
such as Gandhi’s campaigns for 
justice. 

Understanding the importance 
of key festivals such as Easter 
and Christmas, and their role 
in Christian life. 

Examining ideas such as 
omnipotence, 
omnibenevolence and 
omniscience, and how these 
shape beliefs about God. 

Learning about the Five Pillars 
of Islam and how they guide 
the daily lives of Muslims. 

Understanding Jewish family 
life, traditions, and practices 
that shape identity. 

Considering how religion 
influences friendships, 
families, and wider social 
relationships. 

Considering religious attitudes 
towards caring for the 
environment. Pupils explore ideas 
of stewardship, causes of 
environmental damage, and 
practical actions such as recycling 
and conservation. 

Skills Developed Describing religious practices; 
reflecting on personal 
commitment. 

Analysing responses to 
conflict; evaluating moral 
choices. 

Comparing religious and non-
religious views; critical 
thinking about evidence. 

Interpreting teachings; 
explaining religious authority. 

Retelling religious narratives; 
identifying key teachings. 

Understanding social issues; 
applying religious teachings to 
fairness and responsibility; 
expressing personal viewpoints. 

Comparing worship styles; 
explaining the role of worship 
in faith. 

Applying ethical principles; 
forming personal viewpoints. 

Describing core beliefs; 
recognising the role of sacred 
texts. 

Applying teachings to social 
issues; evaluating fairness. 

Explaining beliefs; reflecting 
on attitudes to life’s 
challenges. 

Explaining religious views on 
rights; recognising the role of 
individuals and groups in change; 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

forming personal opinions on 
justice. 

Explaining significance of 
festivals; linking celebrations 

to beliefs. 

Using philosophical 
vocabulary; evaluating ideas 

about God. 

Explaining practices; linking 
belief with behaviour. 

Describing traditions; 
reflecting on cultural identity. 

Linking beliefs to everyday 
life; discussing responsibility. 

Linking beliefs to environmental 
responsibility; applying key 
concepts like stewardship; 

evaluating personal and collective 
action. 


