Statement of Intent- Drama

Drama has been extremely beneficial to our students for many reasons. Our students
develop confidence which enables them to make good progress as well as learning and
building on many drama skills along the way.

We aim for drama lessons to be rewarding, exciting and hands on, where students are
consistently challenged and pushed to achieve an outcome of which they are proud.

Powerful Knowledge in Drama

Studying drama requires emotional maturity and gives pupils a deep understanding of
themselves. Because it involves using not only their voices and bodies, but also emotions
and creativity, it is able to engender a deep sense of self-esteem. It is also a subject that
requires a great deal of peer trust, and so it plays an important role in teaching
communication, listening and empathy skills. Studying drama is demanding, and teaches
students that success only comes from hard work.

The skills that are learnt by studying drama are invaluable in later life. For example, being
able to speak and present confidently in front of people, and the skill of planning that is
required in any production, are useful in many careers. Drama can be a good basis for a
career not only in the theatre, but in advertising, the film industry and even in events
planning, among many others.

Studying drama will help our students to...

e Drama helps students develop tolerance and empathy. Adopting a role requires an
appreciation of others’ perceptions. In today’s global society drama can help to
create globally functional, tolerant and marketable citizens.

e Students can experience new roles or problems, and explore actions and
consequences safely and realistically, removed from complications such experiences
may have in the real world.

e Drama provides new ways of communicating and understanding others. Drama
students' oral skills can improve, and they may enjoy increased confidence.

e Drama students learn to co-operate with others, listening to and accepting the
contributions of their peers.

e Drama can enrich students’ educational experience, as well as supporting traditional
subjects — written work forms part of the course and skills of analytical, evaluative
and coherent critical writing are developed.



Features of KS4

The BTEC Tech Award gives you the opportunity to develop knowledge & understanding of
making, performing and responding to drama. This Performing Arts course will enable
learners to:

¢ apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding to drama
e explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context
including the theatrical conventions of the period in which they were created

e develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances

e work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas

e develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective learners able to make informed
choices in process and performance

e contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance

e reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others

e develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in
contemporary professional theatre practice

¢ adopt safe working practices.

This Award complements the learning in other GCSE programmes such as GCSE Drama and
GCSE Dance by broadening experience and skills participation in different types of
performance activities, with the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills practically,
through project work such as developing ideas and performing for specific audiences.

Why study Drama?

Drama GCSE can lead to A-Levels and BTECs in drama, dance, theatre studies or Performing
Arts at Grimsby College or Franklin College. It all depends on what area interests you more.
From here you could even go on to study a degree in theatre related areas.

Drama is not all about performing; team working, confidence, meeting deadlines, project
work, analysis and evaluation, sharing ideas with a group are all life skills that performing
arts helps with.

Can lead to careers in:

e Teacher

e Higher education lecturer
e Actor

e Drama therapist

e Theatre director

e Screen writer

e Arts administrator

e Theatre stage manager

e Broadcasting presenter

e Community arts worker.



