
Curriculum intent – English 

Through the study of English, we impart powerful knowledge which provides students with:  

• A control over the written and spoken word so that students can express themselves and meaningfully 
contribute to their communities in a constructive and powerful manner  

• A critical understanding of the literary canon in order to broaden students’ horizons and enrich their cultural 
and social capital. In doing so, we provide them with their literary heritage and inheritance which allows 
them to compete with their more privileged peers  

• Knowledge of a broad range of literature which introduces them to other cultures, perspectives and 
narratives that they may not come across in Immingham 

• An engagement with fundamental literary themes such as classism, sexism and racism to enable them to 
come to an informed judgement on society’s ills 

• An ability to come to their own personal interpretation of a text and the capacity to express these eloquently 
and effectively  

• A love of reading and writing which will stay with them and stimulate a lifetime of discovering new literature 
and expressing themselves through the written word.  

To do these, we focus on the following:  

• Teaching the common ‘canon’ of English literature and the stories which shape modern literature such as the 
Greek myths, Abrahamic Bible stories and two Shakespeare plays in KS3 (Macbeth and Othello)  

• Teaching literature which will connect them with new experiences and perspectives such as poetry from 
various cultures, rhetoric from around the world and Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart  

• Engaging with key themes such as racism in Othello, inequality in Of Mice and Men, sexism in Maya 
Angelou’s writings and The Handmaid’s Tale, and totalitarianism in Animal Farm and dystopian fiction.  

• Encouraging confidence in reading through the Renaissance Reading programme and whole class reads 
throughout KS3  

• Giving students the knowledge necessary to express themselves through explicitly teaching grammar and 
the ‘art of the sentence’ as well as the opportunity to do so through creative writing such as in writing their 
own mythological beginning and internal monologues in Year 7 

 

 


