Yoana Vasileva - Battle of Doiran

You may be wondering to yourself,
‘What was the Battle of Doiran’?
Realistically, you probably weren’t but
I’'m here to tell you anyways as you
may find it interesting.

Picture this, its 1917 and the UK is in
the middle of the First World War,
George Milne and 43,000 troops on
one side whilst Vladimir Vazov had
30,000 men on the other side, at Lake
Dojiran located in the country now
known as North Macedonia.

The battle started with the Biritish
troops attacking the Bulgarians but
failing after underestimating their
strength. After multiple attacks from
the British each one resulted in a fail,
so three English divisions, two Greek
divisions, one Serbian military and one
French military joined forces and were
ready for a new attack against the
Bulgarians.
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| remember blank walls. Walls so blank | believed they were
just paper. The window was open allowing the evening
breeze to enter and blow the curtains lightly. It was
accompanied by a sweet angelic voice singing a lullaby. |

couldn’t talk, it was cold. | was hooked up to a machine,
however the name of which, | can’t remember.| still don’t
understand why we did it, looking at my past when they were
the ones in need. Or was it | was in need. All | can remember
are people, dead people. All the people | ever lost but no one
who is living. Why is this?

‘Start over dear, do you remember what happened to you and
why you were at the hospital?” A man said to me, his voice

was therapeutic to me.

| did as he asked and started over, this is what he wrote as |
told him what happened from memory.

Envision this, almost 10 days of
‘unusual’ gun attacks initiated by the
British when finally the Bulgarian
defences were broken and to ensure a
British victory, the English released
poisonous gas to ensure the
Bulgarians death but they secretly had
gas masks. Even after the British’s
attempt with poisonous gas, the
Bulgarian defenders were expecting
them for their next attack. The
Bulgarian troops were prepared for the
following attack by General Viadimir
Vazov.

General Vazoz was a Bulgarian man
born on May 14 1868, he had many
siblings including Bulgarian poet; Ilvan
Vazov. Due to General Vazov’s
preparations, every commander and
troop knew their job which resulted in
great communication stragtegy. This
then inevitably led to a Bulgarian win
even after the British’'s endeavour with
another gas attack.

In the end, there were 14,000 dead
British troops and 1,600 dead
Bulgarian troops. Even though you
may still be left with questions, | hope
you learnt at least a little history on the
Battle of Doiran. But before | leave you
| wanted to talk about why | decided to
write about something that may seem
so random to you, the Battle of Doiran
can be considered a great loss of the
British which is something that isn’t
talked about much in history as
anyone i've asked hasn't know
anything about this battle. | think things
like this should be taught more often
as a country’'s loses are just as
important as their wins.
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